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Tai Ethnic Group

Actually, the background of the Tai 1s similar to Lao and Thai Lue ehnic group. Originally, Tai people moved from the South of China along the Mae Nam
Dam River and Nam Mao River and then continued moving to Xern La, Lai Chao and Dienbienphu province, Vietnam and after many years some of them decided
to move to Laos, especially in Oudomxay province.
Name: Tai1 1s sometimes called “Thai1”, but Tai 1s the name that they have been using for a long time. Ta1 means “Human”.

Actually, there are Tai Dam” Black Tai”, Ta1 Daeng “Red Ta1”, Ta1 Khao “White Tai”. So, people will call them according to what kind of clothes they wear
and what color they use. If we see someone wearing a black one then we realize that they are Ta1 Dam “Black Tai1”.
Language: Tai language 1s considered and 1dentified in the linguistic type of Lao — Tai language. They have their own writing form and 1t’s just like the ancient
Lao writing pattern. The language 1s totally different from the other tribal languages. At the moment, there are only some old people know how to write and read
it, but not the young generation.
Belief, tradition and culture: Of course, they have their own rich culture and have been keeping and practicing 1t from thousand years ago. The majority of Tai
people are animist and they have different important spirits in a household such as spirit of the father, spirit of the mother, spirit of the house, spirit of the village,
spirit of the region, spirit of the forest, spirit of the river and many more. The most important one 1s the spirit of the house. Each house has its own ancestral altar
which 1s hung on the corner or somewhere appropriate. The Tai festivals consist of Ta1 New Year festival celebration, Ghost raising festival (Spirits of the house),
and others.
Family: A son 1s more demand in the family and recognized as one of the most important person because the son 1s the one who keeps continuing the race of the
family (The blood of the family, especially the father). When a daughter gets married she will leave home and follow her husband. They believe that “One wife
— one husband” 1s the greatest practice. All sons and daughters will receive family properties from their parents after marriage, but the first son will recetve much
more than the others because he 1s the one who will be 1n charge of taking care of them until the end of time. What they get from their parents are: Cultivation land
area, cattle, buffalo, pig and other things. According to research of the Tai clan in Oudomxay province, it 1s found that there are many different clans referred to
animals: Sing Nyierng - Goat “Yierng clan”, Sing Nok Tang Lor — Bird ”Nok tang lor clan”, Sing Ka — Bird “Ka clan”, Sing Ling Khang — Monkey “Ling Khang
clan” and other clans. Each clan has its own practice and they won’t kill the animal that they are referred to.
House: The traditional Tai’s house 1s similar to the Lao ancient style. The house 1s built on posts to ensure the safety. The house wall 1s made of bamboo. Flat
timber (Plank) 1s used for floor. The roof is always covered with rattan leaves and other appropriate leaves. Each house has a balcony or a place for keeping and
saving water and always a waste basket under the house as well as storage for keeping materials and equipment. There’s no separate bedroom like other tribal
houses. Curtain 1s used to divide the rooms. One important thing 1s not allowed to put the glass “upside down”.
Birth: When a woman gives birth, she has to stay and sleep near the fireplace in order to get warmer to her body. It takes 1 month to go and she has to drink only
boiled water with herbal medicine.
Death: When someone passed away, a big funeral 1s held i order to send the soul of the dead to the heaven. The corpse 1s buried in the forest near the vil-
lage.
Literature: There are traditional Tai singing, dancing, bamboo crossing dance, flute blowing, storytelling, and etc. The clothes of the Ta1 ethnic group are pro-
duced from soft cotton with natural black color dying. They do weaving and knitting for having their clothes. You will find that the Tai clothes are very beautiful,
colorful and unique.
Economy: Rice cultivation is the main activity for generating their income. Moreover, they also focus more on vegetable planting, animal rising, handicraft mak-
ing, cotton processing, small trade, and embroidery.
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